HELLEmSM IN A2TOIENT INDIA

borne out by the mean motions, which they assign to the moon
with reference to her perigee, her nodes and the sun, which
being more rapid than that given by Ptolemy, prove that the
tables containing them are subsequent to that astronomer; for
we know that these motions are subject to an acceleration
from age to age.

In this connection it is well to note, that even before
the name of the "middle kingdom" had ever been uttered
in the learned halls and avenues of the Athenian Academy,
even before the eagle of the Roman legions thirsting for
universal sway, had attempted its earliest flight across the
Central Appennines, before the English of that ancient
world, the colonising merchants of Phoenicia had unfurled
their sails upon the waves of the Atlantic and trafficked
in precious metals on the coasts of the Albion and lerne,
large communities of settlers, stretching far across the plateau
of Upper India were already living under the patriarchal rule
of great and powerful princes, and cultivating at this early
period, the science of astronomy for the regulation of time.
In fact, it is well-known that the Hindus were in possession
of an important body of astronomical knowledge for centuries
before they came in effective contact with European nations
and as also undoubtedly is the case, before the Muhammedans
established themselves in India and brought with them
their own astronomical knowledge and skill, which are
generally acknowledged to rest on the basis of Greek science.
Broadly characterising the amount and kind of astronomical
knowledge which the Hindus were found to be in posses-
sion of by the European nations, we may say that the
Indian astronomers were able to accomplish on the whole
as much as the Greek astronomers of Alexandria, in the
first centuries of the Christian era. They knew that the
earth is a sphere freely suspended in space. They had a yery
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